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Thursday, Aug. 9
ISRAELI BAND UP NORTH
The Israeli band, Yemen Blues, performs 
at Festival des Arts de St-Sauveur in the 
Big Top at 8 p.m. Since 2010, Yemen Blues 
has played hundreds of shows around 
the world. Fronted by Ravid Kahalani 
and featuring bassist and oud player 
Omer Avital, the band mixes traditional 
Yemenite and West African melodies with 
contemporary music ranging from funk 
to samba. Three local young choreog-
raphers – Eva Kolarova of Les Ballets Jazz 
de Montréal, Kyra Jean Green of Les 7 
Doigts and Vanesa G.R. Montoya of Les 
Grands Ballets Canadiens – have created 
new works inspired by Yemen Blues’s 
music that will be played at the concert. 
festivaldesarts.ca

Sunday, Aug. 12
A VERY BIG FRUIT SALAD
For the second consecutive year, Con-
gregation Beth Ora is making a huge fruit 
salad to help the needy. Come to the syna-
gogue between 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. with 
a fruit donation and help with the prep-
aration and delivery of the sweet treat. 
Rabbi Anthony Knopf, 514-748-6559.

ROSH HODESH SERVICE
A women’s Rosh Hodesh service for the 
month of Elul takes place at Congregation 
Shaar Hashomayim at 9:45 a.m. Children 
are welcome. Judy, 514-484-7862.

Wednesday, Aug. 15
OUTDOOR KLEZMER CONCERTS
Local band Orkestar Kriminal gives a free 
outdoor concert at the McCord Museum’s 
Urban Forest on Victoria Street at  
12:30 p.m. The series, presented with 
KlezKanada, showcases local indie artists 
who perform klezmer or other Jewish-in-
spired music. The remaining concerts 
feature Tonnes (Aug. 22) and Ora Cogan 
(Aug. 29).

Friday, Aug. 17
MUSICAL KABBALAT SHABBAT
A musical Kabbalat Shabbat, led by 
Cantor Adam Stotland and others, is held 
at Shaare Zion Congregation at 6 p.m., 
preceded by Mincha at 5:45 p.m. This is an 
opportunity to meet the synagogue’s new 
spiritual leader, Rabbi Aubrey Glazer, 
who succeeds Rabbi Lionel Moses, when 

he retired after 23 years. The musical 
program is followed by dinner at 7:15 p.m. 
The Kabbalat Shabbat is free and no regis-
tration is required, but there is a charge 
for dinner. An early bird special is offered 
until Aug. 13 at 5 p.m. Final deadline for 
reservations is Aug. 15. It’s free for chil-
dren age 10 and under. rosanne.puritz@
shaarezion.org

OMETZ SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED
Today is the deadline for newcomers 
to apply for an Ometz scholarship for 
academic and vocational studies offered 
by the agency. To be eligible, you must be 
a Canadian citizen, permanent resident 
or here on a study permit, have immi-
grated to Canada within the last 10 years, 
currently reside in Quebec, be a member 
of the Jewish community and a student 
accepted at the college or university level, 
or in a professional or vocational training 
program in 2018-19. Age is not a factor in 
the selection process. Additional consider-
ation is given to candidates who volunteer 
in the community. The goal of the schol-
arship program is to assist newcomers 
in becoming autonomous and engaged 
members of the community. ometz.ca

...Et Cetera...
FUNKY FEET COMES TO Y
Funky Feet, a dance school for children 
founded in 2001 and headed by Livia 
Avrith, has a new location in the Sylvan 
Adams YM-YWHA. Funky Feet has run 
programs in schools and daycares in 
the Montreal area and three years ago 
opened a studio on the West Island. At 
the Y, classes are open to both members 
and the community at large. Parent and 
tot programs, birthday parties, guest 
speakers and other special events are 
also planned. Avrith has been associated 
with the Y since she was a child. Later, 
she became a member and regular fit-
ness class participant. Funky Feet was ac-
tually born at the Y, growing out of a kids’ 
dance class she started. Carly Berlin, Y 
director of youth and family engagement, 
514-737-6551 ext. 215.

FALL CUMMINGS COURSES
Registration is on for the Cummings 
Centre’s fall courses for those age 50 over, 
taking place Monday to Thursday from  
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. and Friday from 9 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Classes include bridge, global 
affairs, fine arts, crafts, languages, com-
puters and more, as well as numerous fit-
ness options at the Wellness Centre. Some 
programs are also offered in Chomedey, 
Côte-St-Luc, Westmount, St-Laurent and 
the West Island. cummingscentre.org

CSL A ‘SMART CITY’ FINALIST
Côte-St-Luc is one of 20 cities across  
Canada that has been selected as a  
Smart Cities Challenge finalist by the 

government of Canada. The program aims 
to encourage municipalities of all sizes to 
improve the lives of their citizens through 
the innovative use of data and connected 
technology. Côte-St-Luc is in the running 
for a $10-million prize for its proposal 
to provide socially isolated seniors more 
autonomy and a sense of security. Its 
preliminary proposal, developed by a 
team led by Councillor Dida Berku, is to 
equip participating seniors with personal 
GPS tracking devices that would monitor 
activities, such as whether they had gotten 
out of bed or opened the fridge in the last 
day. Failing to do so would trigger an alert 
that could be followed up by the city or 
other partner organizations. The project 
is dubbed SHARED (Senior Health and 
Real-time Environmental Data). Côte-
St-Luc, with a population of over 34,000, 
is one of 10 finalists in the category of 
cities with populations between 30,000 
and 500,000, of which 126 entered the 
challenge. As a finalist, it has received 
a $250,000 grant to further develop its 
proposal. The four winners in the various 
categories will be announced next spring.

WAGAR ’86 REUNION
The Wagar High School class of 1986 held 
its first reunion last month, which drew 
a large crowd. “Our class was one of the 
last big grades with over 200 students and 
about 80 per cent of them were Jewish,” 
said Maureen Marovitch, one of the 
event’s organizers. Wagar, which opened 
in 1963, closed in 2005. The impetus to 
finally get together was Marovitch’s post-
ing of some high school photos on the 
page of a Facebook group of former Wagar 
students and teachers. She found them 
among her mother’s belongings after 

her mother moved into a nursing home. 
Marovitch was joined by Marc Ezerzer, 
Patrick Guigui and Eric Betito, whom she 
hadn’t seen in more than 30 years, in get-
ting the event off the ground. They created 
a website (wagar86.com) and a Facebook 
group (facebook.com/groups/wagar86). 
Around 75 per cent of the class, about half 
of whom live in Montreal, were tracked 
down. Those at the reunion came in from 
as far away as North Carolina, Florida 
and Arizona. Former teachers were also 
invited and among those who attended 
was Pearl Adams.

...About Ourselves...
Howard Liebman, who was former 
Montreal mayor Denis Coderre’s special 
adviser on international and intergov-
ernmental affairs, has a new job working 
at Air Transat as its senior director of 
government and community affairs. “My 
new role at Transat is an ideal marriage of 
my deep government and international 
relations experience, lifelong passion for 
travel and the airline industry, and desire 
to be based in Montreal, close to my 
family,” he says. Before joining Coderre’s 
office in 2015, Liebman was chief of staff 
to Mount Royal MP Irwin Cotler for more 
than a decade. Before his almost 15 years 
in the public sector, Liebman practised 
corporate law at Stikeman Elliott. While 
attending McGill law school, he worked 
as a flight attendant for Air Canada for 
three years. His first job at age 16 was 
with the now-defunct Canadian Airlines, 
working on an in-house newsletter. Last 
year, Air Transat inaugurated a seasonal 
direct Montreal-Tel Aviv route, which it 
expanded this year. n

About Town
by Janice Arnold

And the question is …
Shelley Rothman-Benhaim, left, placed first in Jewpardy, a contest 
held at the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue that quizzed 
contestants on their Jewish knowledge and was loosely based on 
Jeopardy. Host “Alex Trebek” (Jason Fattal) covered such diverse 
categories as Hebrew words, Jewish cuisine and geopolitics.


